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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 








FRIENDS OF THE 


ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Dr. Wilburt C. Davison, President of the Association 
of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, Inc., 
sent out a letter under date of 18 September 1952, to each 
Honorary Consultant, advising that legal steps for dissolu- 
tion of the corporation, in progress during the entire sum- 
mer, are now almost completed. Within a few weeks the Asso- 
ciation of Honorary Consultants will have ceased to exist. 
(Cf. AFML NEWS, June 1952.) 


In the same letter, President Davison issued an invi-~ 
tation to join in the formation of a group to be known as 
the FRIENDS OF THE ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY. The pur- 
pose of the FRIENDS would be to promote knowledge of, and 
interest in the functions, resources, and services of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library, and to support programs for 
its development. Membership would be open to anyone inter- 
ested in those purposes. 


An organization meeting of the FRIENDS will be held at 
the Willard Hotel in Washington, D. C., on Friday, 24 Octo- 
ber 1952, beginning with cocktails at 6 and dinner at 7. 
It is hoped that a constitution and by-laws may be agreed 
upon and adopted, and that a slate of officers may be 
installed. Nominees are as follows: 


Chairman: Dr. Henry R. Viets 
Secretary-Treasurer: Dr. Robert M. Stecher 


Executive Cammittee: Dr. Bdward H. Cushing 
Dr. E. B. Krumbhaar 
Dr. Atherton Seidell 


Any friend of the Library who wishes to become a FRIEND 
and who will attend the organization meeting should indicate 
as much by writing to Dr. Wilburt C. Davison, Dean, School 
of Medicine, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina. 


mitere . . 
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MISSION TO GERMANY 


Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Assistant Librarian for Cata- 
loging, has been invited by the Educational Exchange Service 
of the State Department to serve as consultant in organizing 
processing procedures at the new American Memorial Library 
in Berlin, Germany. She left AFML on 26 September and 
expects to sail on the S.S. America on 2 October; she will 
return home at year's end. 


MR. TUCKER ILL 


Mr. Joseph Tucker, Chief of the Administrative Division, 
has been severely ill with nephritis for about’ two months. 
He was in George Washiogton Hospital for some four weeks and 
is now recuperating at his home. He probably will not be 
able to return to the Library for another month. 


Mr. George B. Hall has been Acting Chief of the Divi- 
sion during Mr. Tucker's absence. 


IMPROVEMENT IN WORKING CONDITIONS 


For as long as most of us can remember, the walls of 
the Library have been painted a dreary "government buff," 
discolored and darkened by an accumulation of grime and water 
stains. Consequently when, after months of importunement, 
the Public Buildings Service a few weeks ago moved a crew 
of workmen in and painted corridors and stairwell a pleasing 
light shade of green, the effect on morale hereabouts has 
been considerable. The bright and clean appearance of the 
halls is wonderful; by contrast it serves to make doubly 
disreputable the state of affairs in the Reading Room and in 
the large room occupied by the technical processes divisions. 
It looks as if we will have to subject PBS tomore wheedling, 
needling, and beetling. 


The Current List Division has been moved into more 
ample quarters in Escanaba Hall, one of the temporary build- 


ings across Independence Avenue. The broken sewer pipe 
which had put the elevator out of action now has been 
repaired. The bio-bibliographical collection has been 


shifted to provide additional space for the Acquisition 
Division. We keep threshing about, trying to make do with 
what we have, but the hard end of such palliative measures 
is just around the corner and looming large. Where will 
we find the one mile of bookshelves needed to accommodate 
next year's accessions? 
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EXHIBIT 


The October exhibit, prepared by Mrs. Elizabeth Koenig 
of the Reference Division, will commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the death of Rudolf Virchow [1821-1902], the 
"Father of Pathology." 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO PUBLICATIONS 


The August issue of The Military Surgeon contains 
Dr. Claudius F. Mayer's article entitled "Contemporary Mil- 
itary Medical Affairs in Captive Hungary; a Glimpse through 
the Iron Curtain at Medical Preparedness in the Danubian 
Valley." Written from the standpoint of military intel- 
ligence, it concisely records current information on the 
military medical organization and research of the Hungarian 
Army. 


In Miscellanea Luigi Ferrari (Florence, Leo Olschki, 
1952), pp. 487-494, appears an article by Dr. Dorothy M. 
Schullian entitled "An Anatomical Demonstration by Giovanni 
Lorenzo of Sassaferrato, 19 November 1519."" This volume was 
issued in memory of the beloved librarian of St. Mark's in 
Venice, who had been of great assistance to Dr. Max H. Fisch 
and Dr. Schullian in their work on Dr. Nicolaus Pol. The 
article presents an edition of an anatomical text which 
occurs in the Armed Forces Medicai Library's manuscript of 
Pol's tract on guaiac. 





"National and International Pharmacopoeias; a Check- 
list," compiled by Miss Marjory C. Spencer, af the Reference 
Division, and Mrs. Irene Strieby of Eli Lilly Company, is to 
be translated into Japanese and included in the appendix to 
the 5th edition of the Commentary to Japanese Pharmacopoeia 
Ed. VI (Dai 6 Kaisei Nippon Yakkyoku-ho-Chukai). 








DUPLICATION OF EFFORT 


Much has been said about needless duplication of effort 
in the present chaotic state of bibliographical organization, 
particularly in respect to overlapping coverage among the 


various indexing and abstracting services. Contrariwise, 
little or nothing is mentioned about the duplications that 
Occur at the primary level of publication. An interesting 


example of this latter type is to be found in a letter dated 
30 July 1907, addressed to the Editor of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association by Major Walter D. WceCaw, then 


ee of the Surgeon General's Library. An extract 
ollows: 
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“Occasionally a paper appears in several journals marked 
as ‘original' in each, with no note to show that it hag 
appeared or is to appear in any other. As this practice 
causes useless work in [ indexing] until detected, and 
also smacks somewhat of disingenuousness, it is thought 
a particularly glaring example will be of interest to 
your readers and to the editors of many medical journals, 
The article in question is entitled ‘The Mechanical and 
Chemical Effects of Milk on the Human,‘ by Arthur E.Gue, 
of Detroit. 

Before the title became familiar to the eye and so 
instantly distinguished among the hundreds of articles 
marked daily for carding, the above named production wag 
noted here during the last few months in the following 
publications, always included among 'original' articles; 


Chicago Medical Times, 1907, xl, 204-207. 

Colorado Medical Journal, Denver, 1907, xiii, 45-48, 

Louisville Monthly Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 
1906-7, xiii, 367-369. 

Medical Bulletin, Philadelphia, 1907, xxix, 168-171,, 

Medical Council, Philadelphia, 1907, xii, 138-140. 

Milwaukee Medical Journal, 1907, xv, 76-79. 

Physician and Surgeon, Detroit and Ann Arbor, 1907, 
xxix, 120-123. 

Toledo Medical and Surgical Reporter, 1907, xxxiii, 
161-163. 

Virginia Medical Semi-Monthly, Richmond, 1907, xii, 
33-35. 


As soon as the opening words 'Milk is the normal 
secretion of the mammary glands of all mammals,' etc., 
became as familiar as the first words of Genesis, or of 
the Declaration of Independence, the weary examiners 
ceased to affix the mystic sign calling for carding, and 
so it is believed the article has escaped record in at 
least as many more journals as I have already named." 


Unfortunately, this is something more than an amusing 
historical foctncote. While we have the impression that 
this practice is gradually disappearing from the journal 
scene in the United States, we Know that it persists else- 
where. 


PRINCIPIA BIBLIOGRAPHICA 


A number of staff members are attending a course on 
“The Logic of Mechanizing Information," given by Dr. Charles 
A. Baylis and Dr. Mortimer Taube, at the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture Graduate School. This is a course of eight 
lectures and discussions on symbolic logic and the applicas 
tion of logical principles to bibliographical organization 
and communication. 
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